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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-29 are currently pending and have been examined. 

Claim Interpretation 

The element "optimistic editing model" defined on page 10, 
paragraphs 38 and 39 of the specification and recited in claim 5 
will be given its broadest reasonable interpretation and will be 
interpreted by the Examiner as a model that refreshes changed 
information based upon a polling interval that is consistent 
with the disclosures of the specification and the interpretation 
that those skilled in the art would reach. See MPEP § 2111. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language . 

Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by US Patent 6 636 889 Bl to Estrada et al . 

Regarding claim 1, Estrada discloses a method for creating 
and managing a shared workspace (referred to throughout the 
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reference as "place'') in a network environment comprising the 
steps of : 

creating a shared workspace accessible to participants of a 
scheduled meeting; (Figure 8; column 8, line 66-column 9, line 
12; column 18, lines 25-56) 

categorizing data stored in said shared workspace 
("fields"; column 19, line 34-column 20, line 30, specifically 
column 20, lines 6-11) ; and 

exposing said categorized data stored in said shared 
workspace to each participant ("user") of said, scheduled meeting 
accessing said shared workspace through a graphical user 
interface ("browser") , said graphical user interface enabling 
each participant to input data into appropriate categories of 
said shared workspace and edit categorized data exposed through 
said graphical user interface, (column 27, line 45-column 28, 
line 57, specifically column 27, line 56-column 28, line 6) 

Regarding claim 2, Estrada discloses the method of claim 1 
wherein data stored in said shared workspace is categorized into 
two or more of agenda, goals, decisions, tasks, file 
attachments, whiteboard notes and drawing categories, (column 5, 
lines 19-24; column 17, lines 24-61) 

Regarding claim 3, Estrada discloses the method of claim 1 
wherein said categorized data stored in said shared workspace 
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can be exposed to multiple participants simultaneously, (column 
24, lines 41-55, specifically lines 47-52) 

Regarding claim 4, Estrada discloses the method of claim 3 
wherein said categorized data stored in said shared workspace 
can be edited by multiple participants simultaneously, (column 
24, lines 41-55, specifically lines 42-47) 

Regarding claim 5, Estrada discloses the method of claim 4 
wherein changes to categorized data stored in said shared 
workspace made by participants are applied to said categorized 
data using an optimistic editing model, (column 23, lines 13-25) 

Regarding claim 6, Estrada discloses the method of claim 1 
wherein said shared workspace is created automatically when a 
new meeting is scheduled, (column 12, lines 6-25) ' 

Regarding claim 7, Estrada discloses the method of claim 6 
further comprising the step of sending a link to the created 
shared workspace to each participant of the scheduled meeting, 
(column 28, line 67-column 29, line 4; column 29, lines 57-58) 

Regarding claim 8, Estrada discloses the method of claim 7 
wherein the link is attached to a scheduled meeting 1 request 
delivered to each participant of the meeting, (column 8, line 
66-column 9, line 12; column 28, line 67-column 29, line 4; 
column 29, lines 57-58) 
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Regarding claim 9, Estrada discloses the method of claim 1 
wherein said shared workspace is created for a new meeting in 
response to user input, (column 10, lines 14-22) 

Regarding claim 10, Estrada discloses the method of claim 9 
further comprising the step of sending a link to the created 
shared workspace to each participant of the meeting, (column 28, 
line 67-column 29, line 4; column 29, lines 57-58) 

Regarding claim 11, Estrada discloses the method of claim 
10 wherein the link is attached to a scheduled meeting request 
delivered to each participant of the meeting, (column 8, line 
66-column 9, line 12; column 28, line 67-column 29, line 4 ; 
column 29, lines 57-58) 

' Regarding claim 12, Estrada discloses the method of claim 1 
further comprising the step of restricting access to the 
categorized data stored in said shared workspace to participants 
of the scheduled meeting based on network login information, 
(column 17, lines 24-29; column 31, lines 27-29) 

Regarding claim 13, Estrada discloses the method of claim 

12 wherein said network login information includes user login 
identifications, (column 31, lines 27-29; column 33, lines 60- 
66) 

Regarding claim 14, Estrada discloses the method of claim 

13 wherein during creation of said shared workspace, the user 
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login identifications of participants of said scheduled meeting 
are stored with said shared workspace ("member directory"), 
during access to said shared workspace by a user, the login 
identification of said user being compared with the login 
.identifications stored with said shared workspace, (column 17, 
lines 52-57; column 18, lines 25-56) 

Regarding claim 15, Estrada discloses a method for creating 
a secure shared meeting workspace associated with a scheduled 
meeting in a network environment, said method comprising the 
steps of determining the participants in the scheduled meeting; 
(column 31, lines 40-45 and 49-53) 

creating a workspace for the scheduled meeting; (Figure 8; 
column 8, line 66-column 9, line 12; column 18, lines 25-56) and 

restricting access to the workspace to those participants 
in the scheduled meeting based on network login information 
associated with said participants, (column 17, lines 24-29; . 
column 31, lines 27-29) 

Regarding claim 16, Estrada discloses the method of claim 

15 wherein said network login information includes user login 
identifications, (column 31, lines 27-29; column 33, lines 60- 
66) 

Regarding claim 17, Estrada discloses the method of claim 

16 wherein during creation of said shared workspace, the user 
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login identifications of participants of said scheduled meeting 
are stored with said shared workspace ("member directory"), 
during access to said shared workspace by a user, the login 
identification of said user being compared with the login 
identifications stored with said shared workspace, (column 17, 
lines 52-57; column 18, lines 25-56) 

Regarding claim 18, Estrada discloses the method of claim 
17 wherein said network login information is retrieved from an 
address book stored by an email and scheduling application. 
("Notes client"; column 12, lines 19-25) 

Regarding claim 19, Estrada discloses a method of 
restricting access to a secure shared meeting workspace 
associated with a scheduled meeting entered into an email and 
scheduling application in a network environment to participants 
of the scheduled meeting, said method comprising the steps of 
during a request for access to said workspace, comparing network 
login information associated with the user making said request, 
with network login information associated with the participants 
in the scheduled meeting; and permitting access to said 
workspace when the user network login information corresponds 
with the participant login information, (column 17, lines 52-57; 
column 18, lines 25-56) 
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Regarding claim 20, Estrada discloses the method of claim 
19 wherein the user login information is obtained by making a 
series of Windows API calls, (column 12, lines 19-25) 

Regarding claim 21, Estrada discloses a system for creating 
and managing a secure shared workspace for a scheduled meeting 
comprising: 

a workspace server ( "Quickplace server") executing a server 
shared workspace application ("Quickplace module") for creating 
and managing a shared workspace associated with a scheduled 
meeting, data stored in said shared workspace being categorized 
("fields"; column 19, line 34-column 20, line 30, specifically 
column 20, lines 6-11) and being accessible only to participants 
of said scheduled meeting; (column 12, lines 6-25; column 17, 
lines 24-29; column 31, lines 27-29) 

an email server executing a server email and scheduling 
application (column 8, line 66-column 9, line 7) ; and 

a plurality of workstations, each of said workstations 
executing a client email and scheduling application ("Notes 
client") and a client shared workspace application ("browser"), 
said client shared workspace application including a graphical 
user interface to enable each participant of said scheduled 
meeting to access and edit categorized data stored in said 
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shared workspace, (column 27, line 4 5 -column 28, line 57, 
specifically column 27, line 56-column 28, line 6) 

Regarding claim 22, Estrada discloses a system according to 
claim 21 wherein data stored in said shared workspace is 
categorized into two or more of agenda, goals, decisions, tasks, 
file attachments, whiteboard notes and drawing categories, 
(column 5, lines 19-24; column 17, lines 24-61) 

Regarding claim 23, Estrada discloses a system according to 
claim 22 wherein the client shared workspace application 
communicates with the client email and scheduling application 
executed by each workstation (column 12, lines 6-11), said 
client shared workspace application intercepting meeting 
requests generated by said client email and scheduling 
application to determine whether a shared workspace is to be 
created for a new meeting being scheduled or whether a shared 
workspace existing for a scheduled meeting is to be updated, 
(column 12, lines 6-25; column 13, lines 24-column 14, line 14, 
specifically column* 13, lines 37-41; column 15, lines 31-37) 

Regarding claim 24, Estrada discloses a system according to 
claim 23 wherein said client shared workspace application 
instructs the server shared workspace application to create a 
shared workspace for a new meeting being scheduled 
automatically, (column 12, lines 6-25) 
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Regarding claim 25, Estrada discloses a system according to 
claim 23 wherein said client shared workspace application asks 
the user scheduling the new meeting whether a shared workspace 
for the new meeting is to be created and instructs the server 
shared workspace application to create a shared workspace for 
the new meeting when specified by said user, (column 10, lines 
14-22) 

Regarding claim 26, Estrada discloses a system according to 
claim 23 wherein the client shared workspace application 
attaches a link to the shared workspace to the meeting request 
generated by the client email and scheduling application before 
the meeting request is sent to the server email and scheduling 
application, (column 8, line 66-column 9, line 12; column 28, 
line 67-column 29, line 4; column 29, lines 57-58) 

Regarding claim 27, Estrada discloses a system according to 
claim 23 wherein said client and server shared workspace 
applications permit multiple participants to access and edit 
data stored in said shared workspace, (column 24, lines 41-55) 

Regarding claim 28, Estrada discloses a system according to 
claim 27 wherein changes to data stored in said shared 
workspaces are applied using an optimistic editing model, 
(column 23, lines 13-25) 
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Regarding claim 29, Estrada discloses a system according to 
claim 21 wherein said server shared workspace application 
restricts access to said shared workspace based on user network 
login information, (column 17, lines 24-29; column 31, lines 27- 
29) 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

The following prior art teaches the start of the art in 
shared workspaces in a network system: 

US Patent 5 724 508 to Harple et al ; 

US Patent 5 107 443 to Smith et al; 

US Patent 6 629 129 to Bookspan et al ; 

US Patent 6 411 988 to Tafoya et "al ; 

US Patent 6 574 617 to Immerman et al ; 

Microsoft Corporation, "Introducing Microsoft SharePoint 
Portal Server 2001", May 2001, 22 pages. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to George C. 
Neurauter, Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 272-3918. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
9AM to 5:30PM Eastern. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, David Wiley can be 
reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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